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 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. (John 1:5) 

 

December 19, 2020 
 
Dear Parish Family, 
 
What a year that we have been through together!  In many ways it feels like a 10 month Advent 
Season of waiting for the clouds of a pandemic to break; social distancing laws to be lifted; an 
election to be acknowledged; virtual classrooms to be unnecessary, and masks to be something 
used in hospitals when surgeries are being performed and at Halloween parties only!  Until 
then please re-read the bible verse at the top of this letter frequently: The darkness has not and 
will not overcome the Light of Jesus Christ who is with us! Then look at the enclosed Christmas 
card reminding us that only a year ago times were very different; times spent together in 
worship, community and extended families that we must never take for granted again.   
 

So, we press on in faith to continue our mission of confronting and overcoming the darkness.  
Every year just before Christmas I ask all wage earning parishioners to make a concerted effort 
to increase their contribution toward the Christmas Collection since the 15% Archdiocesan 
Offertory Tax is only applied to Sunday collections.  The Christmas Collection always 
brings a much needed boost to our parish budget because it is “tax free” – which means 100% 
is available for the parish’s use!  Repair expenses for the Parish Gingras Center will run well 
above $100,000 in 2021 due to flood damage in the basement and rain damage requiring the 
replacement of a section of the roof along with other repairs required in an aging building.     
 

For this reason, I am hoping that as many of us as possible (myself included) will take full 
advantage of this opportunity to bolster our parish’s revenue which enables us to be generous 
to others in need. So, this Christmas please be sure to make your CHRISTMAS OFFERING not 
only on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day but anytime during the Christmas Season and well 
into January.  Please consider giving a $100-$200 Christmas offering this year and for those 
who have the means – significantly more. ALL gifts are greatly appreciated!  You can mail in 
your contribution to the address above or you can visit our website and make an offering online 
through FaithDirect by choosing either a One-Time Gift cash donation or you can Text-To-Give 
at 202-930-8147. 
 

I began this letter by acknowledging what a challenge 2020 has been.  But let me end by 
reminding us of what a Champion we have within.  Oh come let us adore him as angels bow 
before him, Christ the Lord!      
 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!   
  

Father Patrick A. Smith,, Pastor 


